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Minutes – General Meeting 09/04/2009
1)
Chairman’s Opening Remarks – Nick Taplin opened the meeting at 7.39pm and welcomed all those present. He apologised for the absence of the planned guest speaker, Willie Bull, who pulled out yesterday.
2)
Minutes – The minutes of the last meeting were signed off as a true record 

3)
Matters Arising – There were no matters arising.
4)
Secretary’s Report – Apologies received from Ben Knight for his absence. Three applications have been received for Cup Final tickets from Ben Knight, Monohair Baines and Chris Gibbs - all will receive a ticket. A fourth ticket may be available, and after the interval, Nick Taplin asked that if anyone is interested in this ticket to e-mail him. This will be dealt with on a first come first serve basis.
5)
Treasurer’s Report – Apologies received from Pete Sowton for his absence. No report available. 
6)
National RA – Nothing to Report
7)
Hampshire RA – David Roger will be stepping down as County RA Secretary. If you are interested in taking over David, please see Nick Taplin.
8)
League Reps 
Portsmouth FA – There was a quick meeting. Nothing to report.

Portsmouth Saturday League – Ernie Walker received numerous phone calls from members of a team whilst Chris Beech was in hospital regarding Referee appointments, which was unacceptable. Mick Foster confirmed that he will stand down as League Rep at the end of the season and subject to being elected at the AGM Ray Hallett has agreed to take over.

Portsmouth Sunday League – No meeting.

Gosport & Fareham League – The League wanted to express their gratitude to Adrian Redding for appointing Referees throughout the season and also wanted to thank all Referees for their support and acceptance of appointments throughout the season.
Solent League – There is a meeting next Tuesday.

Dockyard League – Nothing of interest to Referees. However there was a small discussion about the FA ruling that each club must have their own bank account for next season.

Havant Sunday League – A Referee, acting as an Assistant, has been verbally abused during a recent game. The offender and the League have apologised and the League has confirmed that as the offender is a former Referee he will no longer be able to Referee spare games when no Referee has been appointed. The relevant club has been charged. However, the League have said they will be paying the clubs charge as they are now saying the offender is not related to the club involved. The secretary has received calls from some clubs as some Referees have been removed from their game after being appointed. They have been informed that this is not unusual and can be down to a number of different factors. A number of comments, with regards to a Referee, have been posted on Face Book. The League has confirmed that anyone found guilty of inputting such information on Face Book will never play again in the Havant League. Alan Robinson also confirmed that Hampshire FA are investigating. Two letters have been received from a Referee stating how much he is enjoying Refereeing in the League. The League secretary, Terry Venn, has asked if Referees are happy officiating on the League. Let Ray Hallett know if any issues.  Referees are reminded to report late notifications / incomplete teams / late Kick Offs etc.
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Portsmouth Youth League – A general meeting was held. Two Referees have overcharged expenses to clubs – please ensure you claim correct expenses. The League has an issue with supporters and members of clubs abusing each other on the touchlines at games. If seen or heard then the Referee should report the facts to the League. Nick Taplin also reiterated that if these events occur during the game then a report should be submitted to the County FA. 50 to 70 sets of ‘Respect’ barriers have been ordered. However, the League is having issues with the councils of the pitches which is currently being discussed. Referees have been urged not to get involved with disputes at games.
9) 
Local Area Referees Committee (including Hampshire FA Referees Committee)– Kevin Moore has been asked to hold youth meetings before Society meetings. Appointment Secretaries have been asked that when they draw up their cup final appointments to liaise with the respective Chairman / Secretaries of the competition before a final list is compiled by the LARC Secretary for ratification by the Portsmouth District FA. This follows a recent complaint by Debbie Sowton. The FA are looking into Government legislation to see if one CRB certificate can be used for qualification in all sports and industry. Rob Styles conducted a training evening for Academy Referees, and it is hoped Mickey Pearce will be back next season to compile the appointments. It was confirmed that all candidates for promotion were covered by assessments. Geoff Buckwell has emphasised the fact that he must be notified of appointments for module five. An investigation into Assessors receiving match fees together with expenses is being made – the Financial Director is seeking guidance on taxation. South Downs College had a meeting with Janie Frampton, Neil Cassar and Ian Welkom regarding the proposal to have a Refereeing Academy to fall within the college curriculum. The FA are to be queried if those not passing the basic course can Referee before a re-sit. Matt Lee who whilst living in Hampshire Referees in Sussex seeking promotion – After studying his assessments the officers felt he did not meet CFA criteria for a double jump. Nick Taplin is setting up an all girls basic Refereeing course. John Palmer, Richard Kearsey and Mike Desborough have attended the basic assessor course. Lucy May and Terry Ward have been appraised to become registered instructors. The next FAMOA date is Monday 26th October at a venue to be decided in the South of the county.
10) Magazine Editor – Thanks for all the contributions over the past season. However, they seem to be coming from the same people and would encourage more people to send an article in. 
11) Social Committee – There will be a race night at Fontwell on 1st May; details in the Whistler. If you have already confirmed that you will be attending please give deposit and balance to Andy Dine soon. Details of the Christmas do have been circulated by e-mail and are in the Whistler. You must give Andy Dine payment for this event by the end of the month. Andy Dine would welcome any suggestions for new events.
12) Training Officers – Nick Taplin is setting up an all girls basic Refereeing course. The next course is starting in June to be held at the Portsmouth 6th Form College and will be instructed by Chas Morrison.
13)
Mentors Officer – Nothing to report.

14)
Recruitment & Retention –  Nothing to report.

15) 
Appointment Secretaries – 
Saturday –  Everything winding down. Cup Finals to be held at Cams Alders, Fareham on the 9th and 16th May. 
Sunday – Nothing to report.
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Meon Valley – Games are covered up until the end of the season.

Portsmouth Youth – A meeting for all Referees was held in Havant on Tuesday 7th April, which was attended by 35 to 40 Referees. Cup Finals start on Wednesday and will run until the 13th May, to be held at various locations.

All Other Leagues – Nothing to report.

16) Assessor Secretary – Apologies received from Ash Potter for his absence. At present there are 42 promotion candidates for the season 2009/2010, although this number is likely to decline via drop-outs. This means that at present a minimum of 126 promotion assessments are required. To date 16 have been completed. Candidates not currently Refereeing in adult football (nine) have been e-mailed and only two have responded. Ash looks forward to working with the people from Portsmouth who attended the assessors course last Sunday. Nine more assessments are planned for the rest of the month. Four advisory assessments have been completed since 1st March. Ash also confirmed that he wishes to step down as the League rep for the Gosport & Fareham and Solent Leagues at the end of the season.

17) Any Other Business – 
Individual Level 7 of the year awards were presented to the past four winners – Daniel Cook, Jamie Kearsey and Mark Lucie. Dan Berry’s will be passed to him.
